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The year was 1941 and the day was
December 7th. On that early morning
Captain Mitsuo Fuchida was leading
the Japanese air-squadron of 360 airplanes. They took off from six aircraft-carriers, 200 miles to the north.
of Pearl Harbor. After seeing that the
main force of the American Pacific
fleet was at anchor in the bay, Fuchida
gave the order to attack! The time in
history was 7:49 A.M. From that
moment the horrible war between
Japan and the United States was open.
Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo was
the commander in charge of the Pearl
Harbor attack force. The surprise attack caused extensive damage to the
American battleships, airfields, airplanes and other equipment. Many
people lost their lives. Fuchida arrived
back to his base carrier and was
summoned to the bridge immediately.
He urged Admiral Nagumo to launch
another attack because they had
"achieved a great amount of destruction," and there was much more to be
done. However, Nagumo decided to
return °from the attack. Japan lost the
war but nearly three years and nine
months went by before Japan was
finally defeated.
Fuchida was one of the best, intelligent and bold. During World War II
he faced death a number of times for
his beloved people and country. His
life was miraculously saved every time.
The Japanese military men believed
that the Emperor was the direct descendant of the sun goddess. He was
considered a Divine Person and should
be worshiped. After the Japanese war
effort failed, the Emperor, Hirohito,
on January 1, 1946, made the statement that he was not God. This was
broadcast throughout Japan. Many of
the people were confused and bewildered. Fuchida felt deeply about
these things. How could he help? He
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returned to the area of his boyhood
days, near Osaka, and took up farming.
One day Fuchida was summoned
by General MacArthur to Tokyo. Discouraged and bitter in spirit, he witnessed war crime trials of Japanese
who had committed war atrocities
against prisoners of war. Then one day
he got off the train at Shibuya station
and he was handed a pamphlet with
the title, "I was a Prisoner of Japan."
It told about my experiences.
The Bible Meditation League had
printed the pamphlet on good paper
and it was distributed widely. The
pamphlet told how I had been in the
Air Force and was on K. P. duty at
Pendleton, Oregon on December 7,
1941. As I heard the news on the radio
my heart was filled with hatred and
revenge. It seemed like a sneak attack.
One month later, I volunteered for
the mission with Jimmy Doolittle, a
surprise attack on Tokyo and Japan
from the aircraft-carrier Hornet, using
army airplanes instead of navy airplanes. On April 18, 1942 with 16 of
the B-25's, we bombed Japan. It was
the first airplane enemy attack the
country of Japan had ever known. I
was bombardier on the last airplane
that took off the rolling deck of the
Hornet on that raid. None of those
airplanes were shot down but all of
them were lost to further military
service, since they ran out of gasoline
before they could be landed properly.
We bailed out over China and our crew
of five bailed out in occupied China.
The next morning three from another
airplane and all five of us were captured. Three of the eight men were
executed and later another died from
starvation. The treatment was very bad
and we were accused of machine gunning and bombing innocent school
children and women. I almost went

insane from the violent hatred of the
Japanese guards.
However one day the guard brought
a Bible for us to read. We were in
solitary confinement, but when my
tum came to read the Bible, I had it
for three weeks. I read the Bible eagerly. It said Moses had contact with
God. I read the prophecy of Christ's
coming, and that He was wounded for
our transgressions and "with his stripes
we are healed." (Isaiah 53:5) Jesus
claimed to be the One and after the
disciples saw Him and witnessed his
resurrection they said: "He was in the
world, and the world was made by
him." (John 1: 10) The Bible had a
beautiful meaning to me. I found
Christ. He is my Creator, the one and
only God and on June 8, 1944, I read
God's promise: Romans 10:9. At that
moment I knew that I was saved. God
said so. I was saved and I was a new
creature. Love and joy flooded into
my soul and I loved the guards instead
of hating them. I forgave them and
wanted to tell them about Jesus and
Who He really is.
When the war was over, I went to
college to study the Bible and to be
prepared for missionary work. After
graduation I went back to Japan to
love and serve the Japanese by helping
them to know Jesus Christ.
Fuchida read the pamphlet with
great interest and marvelled. He
realized the supernatural element in
this story. He was inspired to read the
Bible. He read the Bible each day and
it seemed a wonderful book to him.
One day his mind focused on Luke
23:34. Jesus while hanging on the
cross prayed, "Father forgive them; for
they know not what they do." Fuchida said that he saw clearly what Christ
had done on the cross. Right at that
moment he met Christ and his sins
were forgiven. Christ died for him,
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too, and he praised God for sending
his Son to die for his sins. Christ
changed h~ bitter and sinful heart into
a cleansed and loving heart.
Fuchida became a great warrior for
the cause of Christ. He spoke at many
Christian rallies and at churches. Often
he stood on the top of vans and spoke
to the Japanese people on the streets. I
was with him sometimes. One time we
both spoke to a crowd of over 3,000
in a big hall in Osaka. Many people
came forward for receiving Christ.
Another time we both spoke in a
church in America. Fuchida often
went to the people in Honolulu or the
Pearl Harbor area. One time a Christian film was made with Fuchida

giving a Bible to a policeman of Honolulu. He told the policeman "I came
with bombs once but now I come with
the Bible. Jesus Christ is the answer."
He felt that the answer is not bombs.
Hatred cannot be uprooted without
Jesus Christ. · God brought Mitsuo
Fuchida from Pearl Harbor to the
pulpit with the message of Christ. This
strange thing seemed to amaze Fuchida and it had great interest both in
Japan and the United States. Large
crowds would come to hear Fuchida
speak and he spoke with dignity and
force . Billy Graham and others spoke
about the conversion of former
enemies, but how Christ had united us
in brotherly Christian love. Rex
"ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW."

Humbard made a Japanese television
special of the dramatic story and aired
it 34 years to the day after Pearl
Harbor. That day was December 7,
1975.
On Sunday morning of May 30,
1976, Fuchida went to be with Jesus
eternally. The Christian funeral was
held at his home in Kashiwa-Shi, Nara
Ken by Reverend Oi of Sakurai
Church. It was a witness for Christ to
many who attended. As I prayerfully
listened to the funeral mesage and
thought 0f my brother and friend,
because of Christ, joy and a satisfying
peace settled over my soul. For Fuchida, "all things are become new."

